
Re: BC Ferries February 3013 Traffic Stats 
 

The gods of traffic giveth.  

 

The so-and-so's also taketh away. 

 

This past Feb was one of the latter. 

 

System down 2.06% for passengers, 3.05% for vehicles.  Lone exception was the north with a 

6.22% increase in passenger traffic.  Hard to know what's going on with the north where, against 

everything logical, their traffic has been growing over the past four months.  While the numbers 

aren't huge, the pattern is consistent on both routes, particularly rte 11.  The result is that the 

northern routes are the only routes showing a year to date increase over last year.  Most brutal 

fares, best traffic results.  Go figure. 

 

Feb was expected to be a bit of mystery month, with one fewer days than last year, but with a 

new long weekend.   Could have gone either way.  Hopefully, the Feb long weekend will catch 

on over time and will become an increasing success, not only for BCF, but for our communities. 

 

March will be another odd-ball month, with half an Easter weekend it didn't have last year.  That 

should generate a traffic increase.  That said, Apr 1 increases will drive return fares higher on 

those routes where they're collected in both directions.  As well, last year's Mar traffic was 

nothing to write home about, which should make it easier to improve upon.  Another wait and 

see. 

 

Our fiscal year traffic projection - losses of 1.5% to 2% - that's been in place since Aug is pretty 

well sealed now.  As you can see from the fourth graph, once the summer is done, there's not 

much the traffic of the next six months will do to alter the pattern.  This year, the spectacular 

Aug results saved the YTD numbers from being considerably worse than they've turned out. 

 

Next year?  Considering the 4.1% fare increase and the already barrier level fares in place, I 

believe we can anticipate another year of 1.5% to 2% traffic losses.  I'd be most happy to hear 

from anyone with a cheerier outlook.  We all have a voice in this.  What do you think?  Share 

your thoughts. 

 

Brian 

 


